
 
Bethany Memorial Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

March 7, 2021 

 Third Sunday of Lent 

 
Welcome! As we reopen the sanctuary for worship, please ensure the safety of 

your church family by social distancing, wearing a face mask,  

and refraining from singing. 

 
 

Prelude                                                Vicki NeCastro  

                                                                                                                          

Welcome                              Helen Moren 

Announcements  

 

WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE   

CALL TO WORSHIP                             Helen Moren 

HYMN OF PRAISE: #33 vv. 1,2 

“How Great Thou Art” 

 

O Lord my God! When I in awesome wonder 

consider all the worlds thy hands have made, 

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 

The power throughout the universe displayed. 

 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee; 

How great thou art, how great thou art! 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee; 

How great thou art, how great thou art! 

 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 

And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 

When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 

And hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze; 

 

 Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee; 

How great thou art, how great thou art! 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee; 

How great thou art, how great thou art! 

 



 

INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                         Helen Moren 

 

Our Father/Mother who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN. 

 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

L: The peace of Christ be with you. 

P:        And, also with you.    

 
 

THE WORD IN OUR MIDST 

 

JOYS AND CONCERNS                  Rev. Sharon Watkins  

PASTORAL PRAYER                                                                                    

 

SCRIPTURE READING                                                                                                       Helen Moren 

 

Exodus 20:1-17 

Then God spoke all these words: 

I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 

slavery;  you shall have no other gods before me. 

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven 

above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.  You shall 

not bow down to them or worship them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, 

punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of 

those who reject me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those 

who love me and keep my commandments. 

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not 

acquit anyone who misuses his name. 

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your 

work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any 

work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the 



alien resident in your towns. For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, 

and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the 

sabbath day and consecrated it. 

 Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the 

LORD your God is giving you. 

You shall not murder.  

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or 

male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

 John 2:13-22  

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he 

found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their 

tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep 

and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned 

their tables. He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! 

Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” His disciples remembered that it was 

written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” The Jews then said to him, “What sign 

can you show us for doing this?”  Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in 

three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “This temple has been under 

construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” But he was 

speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples 

remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that 

Jesus had spoken. 

SPECIAL MUSIC                             Brenda Hart 

SERMON                                                                    Rev. Watkins 

             ”Limitless Love”  

 
WE PARTAKE AT GOD’S HOLY TABLE 

 

CALL TO OFFERING                  Helen Moren               

           

 

 



 

DOXOLOGY AND OFFERING PRAYER 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below. 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 

 

COMMUNION INVITATION                       Jan Forsty 

THE THANKSGIVING PRAYER OF THE ELDER                              Jan Forsty 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION                       

                                                  

FELLOWSHIP OF COMMUNION  

Please partake of the bread and cup – one in the Spirit.  

 

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP 

 

GOING FORTH TO SERVE 
CLOSING HYMN #458 vv 1,4                             

    “Ours the Journey”  

 

In the midst of new dimensions, 

In the face of changing ways, 

Who will lead the pilgrim peoples 

Wandering their sep‘rate ways? 

God of rainbow, fiery pillar, 

Leading where the eagles soar, 

We your people, ours the journey now and evermore. 

 

Should the threats of dire predictions 

Cause us to withdraw in pain, 

May your blazing phoenix spirit 

Resurrect the church again. 

God of rainbow, fiery pillar, 

Leading where the eagles soar, 

We your people, ours the journey now and evermore. 

 

      

 

BENEDICTION                                                 Rev. Watkins 

POSTLUDE                  Vicki NeCastro  

 

 



 

PRAYER LIST 

 

 

All those affected by Covid-19 both in our community and beyond. 

 

Mike Cunningham (Sydma’s Dad) 

Jean McVicar (Mother-in-Law of Connie McVicar) 

Mary Ann Eisenhauer 

Jennifer Knisley 

Hunter Knisley 

Brenda Mayer (First Christian Church of Weirton) 

Theresa Ferraro (sister of Gerard NeCastro) 

Ed Rodgers (Vicki NeCastro’s father) 

Gary and Vonnie Larson 

Ashley Pietrangelo, niece of Penny Tittle 

Mark and Donna Sutherland, brother and sister-in-law of Pat Sutherland 

Lynn Cowell, brother of Shirley Kemp 

Nancy Pietrangelo (sister of Penny Tittle) 

Jackie Andrews 

Mike Gostlin, son-in-law of Larry and Carol Grimes (husband to Becca) 

Jeanne Cobb 

David Gnatek (brother-in-law of Holly Hillgardner) 

Tammy Ritchea 

Ruth Tye, Jeannie Sarg Tye, and Jay Tye 

Jack Hoffman 

Ned George (father of David) and family 

Perry Jones, Jr. 

Jeffrey Yost 

Caden Knisley 

Ellen Sanford 

Mary Jane Jackson 

Holly, Frank, and Sharley Hillgardner 

Donna Norman (Becky Ayers’ sister) 

Dottie Smith 

Linda Owens Walters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

The Congregational Board of BMC will meet on Monday, March 8 at 6:00 pm. All 

Board members are asked to attend. Any participating congregational member is 

welcome to attend and can receive a Zoom invitation by contacting the church office. 

Because of the Board meeting, there will be no Bible Study on Monday, March 8. 

 

Mid-Week Prayer Meeting will take place on Thursdays of each week at 6:30pm via 

Zoom. If you would like to attend, call the church office so we can make sure you receive 

a Zoom invitation. 

 

Friday, March 19 through Saturday, March 20 – White Co-Conspirator Summit - 

hosted by the Scarritt-Bennett Center where Rev. Jean-Marie is the director of racial 

justice work. From the registration information: 

 

“This virtual summit is designed to equip white co-conspirators driven by a radical 

hospitality of love for and belief in the transformative power of the Beloved Community, 

those who are called to be agents of change disrupting and challenging ideologies and 

systems of oppression. While we believe there is value for everyone to attend and 

participate, regardless of their social location, this summit is unapologetically intended 

to speak directly to white people about their role in dismantling white supremacy.”  

 

If you are interested in attending or would like additional information, please contact 

the church office. BMC will pay the registration fee of church members who wish to 

attend.  
 

 

Outreach Projects 

During the months of February and March, BMC will be collecting needed supplies for 

women and children served by various agencies and shelters in our communities. The 

need is great for diapers, wipes, and formula, and for feminine hygiene products. 

Please contribute what you can by dropping your gifts at the church, sending a clearly 

marked check, or calling us to pick up your contributions.  

 

Please don’t forget the BMC Food Pantry!  Nonperishable foods and toiletries can be 

left on the shelves on the front porch at any time. If you prefer, someone can come by 

and get them. Contact the church office. 


