
 

 

Bethany Memorial Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

November 22, 2020 

Dedication Sunday, Thanksgiving Sunday, Reign of Christ 
 

Prelude                      Brenda Hart 

Welcome                        Debra Hull 

Announcements  

 
WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE   

CALL TO WORSHIP                  Debra Hull 

HYMN OF PRAISE: #714 vv. 1-3          

“For the Fruit of All Creation” 

 

For the fruit of all creation, 

Thanks be to God; 

For good gifts to every nation, 

Thanks be to God; 

For the plowing, sowing, reaping, 

Silent growth while we are sleeping, 

Future needs in earth’s safekeeping, 

Thanks be to God. 

 

In the just reward of labor, 

God’s will is done; 

In the help we give our neighbor, 

God’s will is done; 

In our worldwide task of caring 

For the hungry and despairing, 

In the harvests we are sharing, 

God’s will is done. 

 

For the harvests of the Spirit, 

Thanks be to God; 

For the good we all inherit, 

Thanks be to God; 

For the wonders that astound us, 

For the truths that still confound us, 

Most of all, that love has found us, 

Thanks be to God. 

 



INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Debra Hull 

 

Our Father/Mother who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN. 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

L: The peace of Christ be with you. 

P:        And, also with you.    

 

THE WORD IN OUR MIDST 

 

JOYS AND CONCERNS                  Rev. Sharon Watkins  

PASTORAL PRAYER                                                                                    

 

SCRIPTURE READING              Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24                              Debra Hull 

 

For thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. As 

shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek 

out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on 

a day of clouds and thick darkness.  I will bring them out from the peoples and gather 

them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on 

the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land.  I 

will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their 

pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture 

on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make 

them lie down, says the Lord GOD.  I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, 

and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I 

will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 

 

Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat 

sheep and the lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and 

butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and 

wide,  I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge 

between sheep and sheep. 

 I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: 

he shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the LORD, will be their God, and 

my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken 



SPECIAL MUSIC                   Brenda Hart 

 

SERMON                                                Rev. Watkins 

“Of Sheep and Shepherds” 

 
WE PARTAKE AT GOD’S HOLY TABLE 

 

MOMENT FOR MISSION 

CALL TO OFFERING                      Debra Hull                

          

DOXOLOGY AND OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  

Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. 

 

COMMUNION INVITATION                  Helen Moren 

  

THE THANKSGIVING PRAYER OF THE ELDER                         Helen Moren 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION                       

                                                  

FELLOWSHIP OF COMMUNION  

Please partake of the bread and cup – one in the Spirit.  

 

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP 

 

GOING FORTH TO SERVE 
 

CLOSING HYMN: #715 vv. 1-3 

 

”Now Thank We All Our God” 
 

Now thank we all our God 

With heart and hands and voices, 

Who wondrous things has done, 

In whom the world rejoices; 

Who, from our mothers' arms 

Has blest us on our way 

With countless gifts of love 

And still is ours today. 

 



 

Oh, may this bounteous God 

Through all our life be near us, 

With ever joyful hearts 

And blessed peace to cheer us, 

And keep us full of grace 

And guide us when perplexed, 

And free us from all ills 

In this world and the next. 

 

All praise and thanks to God 

our Father and our Mother, 

To Christ and to the One 

who binds us to each other, 

The one eternal God, 

Whom earth and heaven adore, 

For thus it was, is now, 

And shall be evermore. 

BENEDICTION                                                 Rev. Watkins 

POSTLUDE                     Brenda Hart 

 

 

When entering and exiting the church and sanctuary, please refrain from gathering and 

socializing in the narthex.  And as much as we would like to praise God with our voices 

during these difficult times of Covid-19, please refrain from singing hymns aloud. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us today! 

 

Minister                                    Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins 

Liturgist                                 Debra Hull 

Elder                              Helen Moren 

Music                           Vicki NeCastro 

Special Music                 Brenda Hart 

Videographer                        Connie McVicar 

Greeter                               Penny Tittle 

          
 



 

PRAYER LIST 

 

 

 

Russ and Jean Schwertfeger (and a Happy 70th Anniversary as well!) 

Steve and Nikki Mitchell and daughters Liz and Emi 

All those affected by Covid-19 in our community and elsewhere 

Nancy Pietrangelo (sister of Penny Tittle) 

Penny Tittle 

Herb and Anita Weaver 

Don and Sarah Hunsberger, parents of Anita Weaver 

Jackie Andrews, Robert and Megan and Regan Andrews. 

Charlotte Chambers 

Mike Gostlin, son-in-law of Larry and Carol Grimes (husband to Becca) 

Tony Mitch 

Jeanne Cobb 

David Gnatek (brother-in-law of Holly Hillgardner) 

Tammy Ritchea 

Ruth Tye, Jeannie Sarg Tye, and Jay Tye 

Jack Hoffman 

Ned George (father of David) and family 

Perry Jones, Jr. 

Gary and Vonnie Larson  

Jeffrey Yost 

Shana Hatzopoulos 

Sharon Poyneer (sister of Vonnie Larson) 

Mary Sutherland (sister of Pat Sutherland) 

Holly Cramblet Bowman 

Caden Knisley 

Ellen Sanford 

Mary Jane Jackson 

Holly, Frank, and Sharley Hillgardner 

Elizabeth DeJong 

Donna Norman (Becky Ayers’ sister) 

Dottie Smith 

Linda Owens Walter 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

If you have not yet turned in your 2021 Pledge card, please do so as soon as possible. 

 

It’s the time of year we order poinsettias!  If you would like to honor or memorialize someone 

with a poinsettia, the cost is $12.50 per plant. Orders must be in by Dec 2.  Poinsettia order 

forms are available in the narthex, however if you are not attending in-house worship, you can 

mail a check or money order. Please make sure you include who you are honoring or 

memorializing. Payment can also be made through the church web page (www.bmcwv.org) by 

clicking on the donate button. Please indicate purpose and names in the comments box. 

 

Bible Study will take place Monday, November 23, at 7:15 on ZOOM. Jan Forsty will lead the 

discussion and will focus on the following scripture. 

Mark 13:24-37             1 Corinthians 1:3-9             Isaiah 64:1-9              Psalm 80:1-7,17-19 

 

All those who have been attending will receive a ZOOM invitation. If you would like to join in, let 

the church office know and you will be sent a ZOOM invitation. You are welcome to join! 

 

Saturday, November 28 – The Hanging of the Greens at BMC. If you would like to help, we 

will begin at 10:00 am.  Masks and social distancing are a must while decorating the church. 

 

Mid-Week Prayer services continue. For those of you on the BMC email list, you will receive an 

email with the Zoom invitation and are welcome to join. If you would like a link texted to you, 

please contact the church office. Prayer meetings are at 6:30 on Thursday evenings. If you have a 

prayer request, contact the church office. 

 

Food Pantry – Thank you to those who have supported BMC’s food pantry. The need is never-

ending, so we invite you to drop off nonperishable food items as you wish. 

 

The trip to Wilkinsburg scheduled for December 5th has been cancelled due to pandemic 

concerns. “Santa’s Workshop” will take place, however, outside volunteers are asked not to 

physically participate. 

 

You can still help in several ways. You can donate small prizes for the shopping event. You can 

donate money to the Wilkinsburg church through BMC or for the purchase of gifts for the event. 

And finally, you can pray for our friends in Wilkinsburg as well as for the success and safety of 

this event. 

 

This year all donated prizes must be in original packaging. `No loose toys can be accepted. No 

part of the toy can be exposed. This is, of course, for the safety of all. 

 

 

http://www.bmcwv.org/

