
 

 

Bethany Memorial Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

November 29, 2020 

First Sunday of Advent 
 

Prelude                  Vicki NeCastro 

Welcome                    Helen Moren 

Announcements  

Moment for Mission 

 

WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE   

CALL TO WORSHIP               Helen Moren 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE – HOPE                              John Rodenberg 

 

“One Candle is Lit” 

 

Come surely, Lord Jesus, 

As dawn follows night, 

Our hearts long to greet you, 

As roses, the light. 

Salvation, draw near us, 

Our vision engage. 

One candle is lit 

For the hope of the age. 

 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE: #119 vv 1,3,4 

        

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

 

O come, O come Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here, 

Until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel  

Shall come to thee O Israel. 

 

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 

And order all things, far and nigh; 



To us the path of knowledge show, 

And cause us in her ways to go. 

Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel  

Shall come to thee O Israel. 

 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 

All peoples in one heart and mind; 

Bid envy, strife and quarrels cease; 

Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 

Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel  

Shall come to thee O Israel. 

 

 

INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER               Helen Moren 

 

Our Father/Mother who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN. 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

L: The peace of Christ be with you. 

P:        And, also with you.    

 
THE WORD IN OUR MIDST 

 

JOYS AND CONCERNS                  Rev. Sharon Watkins  

PASTORAL PRAYER                                                                                    

 

SCRIPTURE READING              Mark 13:24-37                                         Helen Moren 

“But in these days, after that suffering, 

the sun will be darkened, 

and the moon will not give its light, 

and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and 

glory. 2Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from 

the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon 



as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is 

near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he[a] is near, at 

the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things 

have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

 “But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, 

but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will 

come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in 

charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 

watch.  Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house 

will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may 

find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep 

awake.” 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC                   Brenda Hart 

 

SERMON                                                Rev. Watkins 

 
WE PARTAKE AT GOD’S HOLY TABLE 

 

CALL TO OFFERING                  Helen Moren               

          

DOXOLOGY AND OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  

Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. 

 

COMMUNION INVITATION              Connie McVicar 

  

THE THANKSGIVING PRAYER OF THE ELDER                     Connie McVicar 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION                       

                                                  

FELLOWSHIP OF COMMUNION  

Please partake of the bread and cup – one in the Spirit.  

 

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP 

 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+13%3A24-37&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24740a


GOING FORTH TO SERVE 
 

CLOSING HYMN: #134                                         Brenda Hart 

 

”Emmanuel” 

 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, 

His name is called Emmanuel. 

God with us, 

Revealed in us, 

His name is called Emmanuel. 

(Repeat) 
 

BENEDICTION                                                 Rev. Watkins 

POSTLUDE                  Vicki NeCastro  

 

 

 

When entering and exiting the church and sanctuary, please refrain from gathering and 

socializing in the narthex.  And as much as we would like to praise God with our voices 

during these difficult times of Covid-19, please refrain from singing hymns aloud. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us today! 

 

Minister                                    Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins 

Liturgist                              Helen Moren 

Elder                           Connie McVicar 

Music                           Vicki NeCastro 

Special Music                  Brenda Hart 

Videographer                        Connie McVicar 

Greeter                               Penny Tittle 

          
 



 

 

 

PRAYER LIST 

 

 

Christian love and sympathy to the family and friends of Tony Mitch who passed away  

               Saturday, November 28, 2020. 

 

Russ and Jean Schwertfeger  

Steve and Nikki Mitchell and daughters Liz and Emi 

Ed and Kim Dully and children, Cheyenne, Eddie, and Drew 

Chloe White, great-niece of Connie McVicar 

All those affected by Covid-19 in our community and elsewhere 

 

Nancy Pietrangelo (sister of Penny Tittle) 

Penny Tittle 

Jackie Andrews, Robert and Megan and Regan Andrews. 

Charlotte Chambers 

Mike Gostlin, son-in-law of Larry and Carol Grimes (husband to Becca) 

Jeanne Cobb 

David Gnatek (brother-in-law of Holly Hillgardner) 

Tammy Ritchea 

Ruth Tye, Jeannie Sarg Tye, and Jay Tye 

Jack Hoffman 

Ned George (father of David) and family 

Perry Jones, Jr. 

Gary and Vonnie Larson  

Jeffrey Yost 

Shana Hatzopoulos 

Sharon Poyneer (sister of Vonnie Larson) 

Mary Sutherland (sister of Pat Sutherland) 

Holly Cramblet Bowman 

Caden Knisley 

Ellen Sanford 

Mary Jane Jackson 

Holly, Frank, and Sharley Hillgardner 

Elizabeth DeJong 

Donna Norman (Becky Ayers’ sister) 

Dottie Smith 

Linda Owens Walter 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 

It’s the time of year we order poinsettias!  If you would like to honor or memorialize someone 

with a poinsettia, the cost is $12.50 per plant. Orders must be in by Dec 4.  Poinsettia order 

forms are available in the narthex, however if you are not attending in-house worship, you can 

mail a check or money order. Please make sure you include who you are honoring or 

memorializing. Payment can also be made through the church web page (www.bmcwv.org) by 

clicking on the donate button. Please indicate purpose and names in the comments box. 

 

Bible Study will take place Monday, November 30, at 7:15 on ZOOM. Gerard and Vicki 

NeCastro will lead the discussion and will focus on the following scripture. 

 

 Isaiah 40:1-11                         2 Peter 3:8-15a                        Mark 1:1-18 
 

All those who have been attending will receive a ZOOM invitation. If you would like to join in, let 

the church office know and you will be sent a ZOOM invitation. You are welcome to join! 

 

Mid-Week Prayer services continue. For those of you on the BMC email list, you will receive an 

email with the Zoom invitation and are welcome to join. If you would like a link texted to you, 

please contact the church office. Prayer meetings are at 6:30 on Thursday evenings. If you have a 

prayer request, contact the church office. 

 

Food Pantry – Thank you to those who have supported BMC’s food pantry. The need is never-

ending, so we invite you to drop off nonperishable food items as you wish. 

 

Toys for the Wilkinsburg Church will be accepted through Wednesday, December 2 only. 

If you would like to donate, you may call the church office to arrange drop-off. 

 

There will be a Congregational Meeting via Zoom on Sunday, December 13, 2020 to vote on 

the 2021 budget.  

 

There are students at Bethany College who are likely to return in January without appropriate 

outer wear. The Dean of Students office is asking for donations of new, warm, winter coats, 

etc.  to help needy students. Coats can be dropped off at Student Life or hung on the rack 

outside of student life. New coats, gloves, and hats in all sizes are welcome. If you prefer, items 

can be dropped off at the church and we will deliver them to the Student Life office. Call the 

church office if you would like to make arrangements for your donations. 

 

Due to the “red zone” status of Brooke County, Bethany Memorial Church is no longer open 

for in-house worship on Sunday mornings. Please join us on Facebook Live at 10:45 am each 

Sunday for services. 

 

http://www.bmcwv.org/

