
 

Bethany Memorial Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

January 24, 2021 

Third Sunday After Epiphany 
 

Prelude                    Vicki NeCastro and Brenda Hart 

Welcome                       Abby Ayers 

Announcements  

 

WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE   

CALL TO WORSHIP                      Abby Ayers 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE: #65 vv. 1,2 

        

“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 

 

A mighty fortress is our God, 

A bulwark never failing, 

Our present help amid the flood 

Of mortal ills prevailing. 

For still our ancient foe,  

Doth seek to work us woe, 

With craft and power great, 

And armed with cruel hate, 

On earth without an equal. 

 

Did we in our own strength confide, 

Our striving would be losing, 

But there is one who takes our side, 

The one of God’s own choosing. 

You ask who that may be? 

Christ Jesus, it is he 

With mighty power to save, 

Victorious o’er the grave, 

Christ will prevail triumphant. 

 

INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                  Abby Ayers 

 

Our Father/Mother who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 



Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN. 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

L: The peace of Christ be with you. 

P:        And, also with you.    

 

THE WORD IN OUR MIDST 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS                  Rev. Sharon Watkins  

PASTORAL PRAYER                                                                                    

 

SCRIPTURE READING                   Psalm  62:5-12                                      Abby Ayers 

 

For God alone my soul waits in silence, 

    for my hope is from him. 

He alone is my rock and my salvation, 

    my fortress; I shall not be shaken. 

On God rests my deliverance and my honor; 

    my mighty rock, my refuge is in God. 

Trust in him at all times, O people; 

    pour out your heart before him; 

    God is a refuge for us. Selah 

Those of low estate are but a breath, 

    those of high estate are a delusion; 

in the balances they go up; 

    they are together lighter than a breath. 

Put no confidence in extortion, 

    and set no vain hopes on robbery; 

    if riches increase, do not set your heart on them. 

Once God has spoken; 

    twice have I heard this: 

that power belongs to God, 

     and steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord. 

For you repay to all 

    according to their work. 

Mark 1:14-20 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news[a] of God, 

and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and 

believe in the good news.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201:14-20&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24227a


As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting 

a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I 

will make you fish for people.” And immediately they left their nets and followed 

him. 1As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who 

were in their boat mending the nets. Immediately he called them; and they left their 

father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC                             Brenda Hart 

 

SERMON                                                Rev. Watkins 

 

WE PARTAKE AT GOD’S HOLY TABLE 

 

CALL TO OFFERING                     Abby Ayers               

          

DOXOLOGY AND OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  

Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. 

 

COMMUNION INVITATION                      Jan Forsty 

   

THE THANKSGIVING PRAYER OF THE ELDER                             Jan Forsty 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION                       

                                                  

FELLOWSHIP OF COMMUNION  

Please partake of the bread and cup – one in the Spirit.  

 

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP 

 

GOING FORTH TO SERVE 
 

CLOSING HYMN #452 vv. 1,3                             

 

Here I Am, Lord 

 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, 

I have heard my people cry, 

All who dwell in deepest sin 



My hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, 

I will make their darkness bright. 

Who will bear my light to them? 

Whom shall I send? 

 

Here I am, Lord. 

Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord. 

If you lead me, 

I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

I the Lord of wind and flame, 

I will tend the poor and lame. 

I will set a feast for them, 

My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide 

Till their hearts be satisfied. 

I will give my life to them. 

Whom shall I send? 

 

Here I am, Lord. 

Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord. 

If you lead me, 

I will hold your people in my heart 

 

BENEDICTION                                                 Rev. Watkins 

POSTLUDE                  Vicki NeCastro  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER LIST 

 

Christian love and sympathy extended to Felicity Ruggiero and family on the death of her 

husband, Richard (Rick) Lee Ruggiero on January 18.   

 

Christian love and sympathy extended to the nieces of Laura Cramblet as they mourn the 

passing of their father, Norman DiClemente, from Covid-19. 

 

Christian love and sympathy to Vonnie Larson and family on the passing of her sister, Sharon 

Poyneer. 

 

All those affected by Covid-19 both in our community and beyond. 

Judy Van Horn 

Ricky Terrell (Sydma’s sister-in-law’s dad), seriously ill with Covid-19. 

 

Theresa Ferraro, sister of Gerard NeCastro) 

Ed Rodgers (Vicki NeCastro’s father) 

Jean McVicar, mother-in-law of Connie McVicar 

Gary and Vonnie Larson 

Brittany Smurthwaite, daughter of Susan Smurthwaite 

Chris Smurthwaite 

Grandchildren of Susan Smurthwaite 

Ashley Pietrangelo, niece of Penny Tittle 

Mark and Donna Sutherland, brother and sister-in-law of Pat Sutherland 

Shana Hatzopoulos and Nicolas Hatzopoulos 

Lynn Cowell, brother of Shirley Kemp 

Nancy Pietrangelo (sister of Penny Tittle) 

Jackie Andrews 

Mike Gostlin, son-in-law of Larry and Carol Grimes (husband to Becca) 

Jeanne Cobb 

David Gnatek (brother-in-law of Holly Hillgardner) 

Tammy Ritchea 

Ruth Tye, Jeannie Sarg Tye, and Jay Tye 

Jack Hoffman 

Ned George (father of David) and family 

Perry Jones, Jr. 

Jeffrey Yost 

Caden Knisley 

Ellen Sanford 

Mary Jane Jackson 

Holly, Frank, and Sharley Hillgardner 

Donna Norman (Becky Ayers’ sister) 

Dottie Smith 

Linda Owens Walters 

 

 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

Faithful Conversations on Racial Justice: Sunday, January 24th 1:30 – 4:00 pm 

Today marks our first “Faithful Conversation” with the Christian Church of Wilkinsburg. Today’s 

topic will be on “Covid-19 and Racial Disparities.” The conversation (as well as future ones) 

will begin and end with prayer because this is deep spiritual work. This is designed to be 

a true conversation where folks share and ask questions and receive in a spirit of 

Christian hospitality opinions that might be different from their own. If you have not yet 

received a Zoom invitation and would like one, please email Sydma at 

shatzopoulos@bmcwv.org before 1:15 on Sunday. 

 

Bible Study will take place Monday, January 25th at 7:15 pm. The scripture discussed this 

week will be: 

Deuteronomy 18:15-20                           1st Corinthians 8:1-5                     Mark 1:21-28   

 

If you would like to attend and need a Zoom invitation, please contact the church office, Sharon, 

or Sydma.          

 

Mid-Week Prayer Meeting will take place on Thursdays of each week at 6:30pm via Zoom. If 

you would like to attend, call the church office so we can make sure you receive a Zoom 

invitation. 

 

There are students at Bethany College who are likely to return in January without appropriate 

outer wear. The Dean of Students office is asking for donations of new, warm, winter coats, 

etc.  to help needy students. Coats can be dropped off at Student Life or hung on the rack 

outside of student life. New coats, gloves, and hats in all sizes are welcome. If you prefer, items 

can be dropped off at the church and we will deliver them to the Student Life office. Call the 

church office if you would like to make arrangements for your donations. 

 

 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us today! 

 

Minister                                    Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins 

Liturgist                               Abby Ayers 

Elder                                 Jan Forsty 

Music                           Vicki NeCastro 

                  Brenda Hart 

Videographer                        Connie McVicar 
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