
 
Bethany Memorial Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

March 21, 2021 

 Tools-Fifth Sunday of Lent-Women’s History Month 

 
Welcome! As we reopen the sanctuary for worship, please ensure the safety of 

your church family by social distancing, wearing a face mask,  

and refraining from singing. 

 
 

Prelude                                                Vicki NeCastro  

                                                                                                                          Brenda Hart 

                                                                                                                          

Welcome                         John Rodenberg 

Announcements  

 
WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE   

CALL TO WORSHIP                        John Rodenberg 

HYMN OF PRAISE: #480 vv. 1,3 

“Step by Step” 

 

O God, You are my God, 

And I will ever praise You. 

O God, You are my God, 

And I will ever praise You. 

I will seek You in the morning, 

And I will learn to walk in your ways. 

And step by step You'll lead me, 

And I will follow You all of my days 

(repeat one time) 

 

INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                    John Rodenberg 

 

Our Father/Mother who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN. 

 

 



PASSING OF THE PEACE 

L: The peace of Christ be with you. 

P:        And, also with you.    

 

 
THE WORD IN OUR MIDST 

 

JOYS AND CONCERNS                  Rev. Sharon Watkins  

PASTORAL PRAYER                                                                                    

 

SCRIPTURE READING                                                                                                  John Rodenberg 

 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with 

their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 

covenant that they broke, though I was their husband,[a] says the LORD. But this is the 

covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put 

my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall 

be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know 

the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; 

for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.  

John 12:20-33 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They 

came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to 

see Jesus.”  Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told 

Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 

glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it 

remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life 

lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever 

serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever 

serves me, the Father will honor. 

 “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? 

No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” 

Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The 

crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel 

has spoken to him.”  Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for 

mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven 

out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people[a] to myself.” He 

said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah%2031:31-34&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-19724a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A20-33&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26602a


SPECIAL MUSIC                             Brenda Hart 

SERMON                                                                    Rev. Watkins 

             ”Going Where Jesus Goes”  

 

WE PARTAKE AT GOD’S HOLY TABLE 
 

CALL TO OFFERING             John Rodenberg               

           

DOXOLOGY AND OFFERING PRAYER 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below. 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 

 

COMMUNION INVITATION                       Jan Forsty 

THE THANKSGIVING PRAYER OF THE ELDER                              Jan Forsty 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION                       

                                                  

FELLOWSHIP OF COMMUNION  

Please partake of the bread and cup – one in the Spirit.  

 

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP 

 

GOING FORTH TO SERVE 
CLOSING HYMN #614 vv. 1, 2                             

    “I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me”  

 

I’m gonna live so God can use me 

Anytime and anywhere 

I’m gonna live so God can use me 

Anytime and anywhere. 

 

I’m gonna work so God can use me 

Anytime and anywhere 

I’m gonna work so God can use me 

Anytime and anywhere. 

 

   

 

BENEDICTION                                                 Rev. Watkins 

POSTLUDE                  Vicki NeCastro 

 



PRAYER LIST 

 

 

Christian love and sympathy to Kim Stevenson and family on the passing of her mom, Barb 

Stevenson. 

 

All those affected by Covid-19 both in our community and beyond. 

The Wasser family (friends of Vicki NeCastro) 

Ned George and family (father of David George) 

Mike Cunningham (Sydma’s Dad) 

Jean McVicar (Mother-in-Law of Connie McVicar) 

Susan Smurthwaite 

Mary Ann Eisenhauer 

Jennifer Knisley 

Hunter Knisley 

Brenda Mayer (First Christian Church of Weirton) 

Ed Rodgers (Vicki NeCastro’s father) 

Gary and Vonnie Larson 

Ashley Pietrangelo, niece of Penny Tittle 

Mark and Donna Sutherland, brother and sister-in-law of Pat Sutherland 

Lynn Cowell, brother of Shirley Kemp 

Nancy Pietrangelo (sister of Penny Tittle) 

Jackie Andrews 

Jeanne Cobb 

David Gnatek (brother-in-law of Holly Hillgardner) 

Tammy Ritchea 

Ruth Tye, Jeannie Sarg Tye, and Jay Tye 

Jack Hoffman 

Perry Jones, Jr. 

Jeffrey Yost 

Caden Knisley 

Ellen Sanford 

Mary Jane Jackson 

Holly, Frank, and Sharley Hillgardner 

Donna Norman (Becky Ayers’ sister) 

 

 

 

EASTER LILY ORDERS ARE DUE MARCH 24 
 
You are invited to order an Easter Lily (or lilies) to honor or memorialize a loved one this Easter season. The 

cost is $12.50 per lily. Lilies will be displayed in the sanctuary on Easter morning and can be picked up 
afterward. If you are unable to pick up your lily, we can see that it goes to the home of someone who will 
appreciate it. If you prefer, you can make a donation to the BMC flower fund. Payments can be mailed or 

made through the BMC web site (bmcwv.org). Be sure to indicate the individual(s) being honored or 
memorialized. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

Bible Study will take place at 7:15 pm on March 22 

via Zoom. The scripture to be covered this week is: 

 

Isaiah 50:4-9a                                Philippians 2:5-11   

Mark 11:1-11,15-18 

Connie McVicar will be leading the discussion.  

 

Mid-Week Prayer Meeting will take place on 

Thursdays of each week at 6:30pm via Zoom. If 

you would like to attend, call the church office 

so we can make sure you receive a Zoom 

invitation. 

 

Outreach Projects - During the months of 

February and March, BMC will be collecting 

needed supplies for women and children served 

by various agencies and shelters in our 

communities. The need is great for diapers, 

wipes, and formula, and for feminine hygiene 

products. Please contribute what you can by 

dropping your gifts at the church, sending a 

clearly marked check, or calling us to pick up 

your contributions.  

 

Food Pantry – Let’s keep the front porch food pantry stocked! Those in need appreciate 

it. Nonperishable foods of any type are welcome as well as toilet paper, paper towels, 

shampoo, etc. 

 

Holy Week Schedule 
March 28 Palm Sunday Service  

10:45 am 

(Palms will be distributed early so a 

palm procession video can be 

made) 
March 28 Prayer Walk/Stations 

2:00 pm  

Campbell Labyrinth and Disciples 

Historical Society 

Sponsored by Disciples and Friends 

of Bethany College 
April 1 Maundy Thursday Service 

7 pm 
April 2 Holy Friday 

Day of Prayer and Reflection 

(at the Campbell Mansion labyrinth 

or by using the finger labyrinth 

from Lenten bag. If you need a 

template, contact the office.) 
April 4 Easter Sunrise Service  

7 am 

You are invited to join Oglebay’s 

sunrise service with Sharon 

preaching. 
April 4 Easter Sunday Service 

10:45 am 

WELCOME! 

We are glad you’re here, and hope you find 

God’s presence in this place as we worship together. 

 

Pastor                               Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins 

Liturgist                                John Rodenberg 

Elder                                   Jan Forsty 

Music                                    Vicki NeCastro 

                              Brenda Hart 

Greeter                                       Penny Tittle   

Videographer                                                                        Connie McVicar 
 


