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In an article in the HuffPost, Mark 
Ossler, Professor of Law at St. 
Thomas University, describes the 
period of time between pastors as 
being, for some churches, “like the 
broken hip that leads to a slow and 
steady decline at the end of a 
human life.” In another article, the 
interim period is described as one 
in which the prevailing attitude is 
that in which the “spiritual focus 
and ministry of the church is 
suspended or stagnant.” A third 
article states that “interim periods 
can be dark and confusing times.”  

I beg to differ. 

I challenge you to read through the 
September issue of The Little 
Harbinger and tell me BMC’s hip is 
broken, that we are confused, or 
that the church is stagnant. We 
have experienced a summer of 
worship services with messages 
provided by ordained ministers 
and laypersons. We have begun the 
process of connecting with new 

members of our community, both 
off the campus and on. We have 
honored our Disciples of Christ 
heritage and continued our work in 
the arenas of social justice issues 
and outreach. There has been both 
a wedding and a baptism. We’ve 
had more visitors this summer 
than in the past. 

I am reminded of Ephesians 4:11 
which tells us that the pastor, while 
vitally important, is not the only 
individual who serves the church,  

“So Christ himself gave the 
apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, the pastors and 
teachers, to equip his people for 
works of service, so that the body 
of Christ may be built up.” 

We’ve got this. Some of us are 
tired. Some of us wish this search 
and call process would soon be 
over. But we are united in our 
desire to continue with the mission 
and vision of the church. 

4oo Years of Perseverance 
 

Haddae Allen, first year student at Bethany College and 
daughter of our Regional Minister, Thaddaeus Allen,  
expresses her thoughts in chalk on the 1619 observation 
held at BMC. 

     Page 2 

First Year Students Welcomed 
Penny Tittle, Jeanne Cobb, Alishah Hardway and Judy 
Morgan distribute water on First Year Move-In Day 
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Our Hip Ain’t Broke 
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The 1619 Project at BMC 
 

An Invitation from the Reconciliation Ministry of 
The  Christian Church 

Students from Bethany College and members and friends 
of Bethany Memorial Church gathered in the bell tower 
and on the front steps on Sunday, August 25 to join with 
religious and other institutions across the country in 4 
minutes of bell ringing to honor 400 years of 
perseverance by African Americans. 
 
It was on August 25, 1619, that a ship carrying twenty-
plus enslaved, skilled Africans, arrived at Point Comfort 
in the British colony of Virginia, after which they were 
sold to colonists.  Thus began the history of slavery in 
America, the effects of which still reverberate today. 
 
Outreach chair, Deb Hull, organized the event and 
invited her First Year Seminar class to serve as bell-
ringers. After the bell was rung, everyone was invited to 
express their thoughts in sidewalk chalk on the front 
entrance to the church. 
 
The 1619 Project is a program organized by The New 
York Times with the goal of re-examining the legacy of 
slavery in the United States. Additional information is 
available at: 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/08/14/mag
azine/1619-america-slavery.html.   
 Top: Dr. Debra Hull’s First Year seminar class in the bell 

tower; Below: Mary-Bess Halford, Penny Tittle, Deb Hull, 
Jeanne Cobb, and Jan Forsty 

We would like to invite the Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ) and 

supporters to help Reconciliation 

Ministry to continue its mission of 

Anti-Racism, Pro-Reconciliation work. 

The Special Offering is used to fund our 

Church’s mission imperative to become a pro-

reconciling and anti-racist church 

utilizing experiential education, inclusive 

worship and intentional dialogue.                  

You can bring your reconciliation offering 
to BMC on Sunday, September 29 or 

October 6. Credit card contributions can 
be accepted through the church web site 

at www.bmcwv.org 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/08/14/magazine/1619-america-slavery.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/08/14/magazine/1619-america-slavery.html
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AT THE OLD MEETING HOUSE 

 

Karen McFadden, Madeline Wilson and Ruth Tye 
join in the hymn singing. 

 

Charlotte Chambers and Abby Ayers 

 

 
The Revs. Dan Harry, Thaddaeus Allen, and Rick   
Lowery 

 
 

Vonnie and Gary Larson. Vonnie created her dress 
especially for the occasion. 

 

 

 

Old-Fashioned 
Worship Service 
 Rose Anne and Ken Mott, from 

McKinney, Texas with Rev. Dan and 
Nancy Harry.  Ken wrote the following 
to share with his home church, First 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in 
McKinney, Texas. 

 

“Rose Anne and I have just 

returned from a week-long 

Disciples heritage trip, a 

religious pilgrimage, really, to 

visit again (as we have many 

times over the past 40 years) the 

places where the Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ) was 

born. Among the many sites that 

we visited, the Cane Ridge 

church and the Bethany church 

were most important. The old 

log Cane Ridge Meeting House 

near Lexington, Kentucky, was 

where the Christian Church 

began under the leadership of 

Barton W. Stone. And the old 

meeting house in Bethany, West 

Virginia, was where the first 

Disciples of Christ congregation 

(the Bethany Church of Christ) 

was established by Alexander 

Campbell and his father, 

Thomas Campbell. 

We had travelled to Bethany to 

attend a special Sunday worship 

service in Campbell’s old 

church…an early 19th century 

style service with the members 

dressed in period costumes, 

women seated on one side of the 

church, and men on the other. 

Thad Allen (Regional Minister 

for West Virginia) portrayed 

Alexander Campbell, and 

presided over the service, with 

assistance from Rick Lowery 

(head of the Disciples of Christ 

 

Historical Society, and husband 

of former Disciples General 

Minister and President, Sharon 

Watkins), who gave the 

eucharistic prayer, and from 

Dan Harry (retired Disciples 

minister and brother-in-law of 

Terry and Cindy Zimmerman), 

who planned the service and 

read from Campbell’s own 

translation of the New 

Testament. It was one of the 

most inspiring services I have 

ever attended, with heart-felt a 

cappella singing, multiple 

scripture readings (Old 

Testament, epistles, and the 

Gospels), an address by “Brother 

Campbell,” and before 

communion, a beautiful “Prayer 

of Thanksgiving” (following the 

historical pattern of the Great 

Thanksgiving or eucharistic 

prayer). There was no “elder’s 

meditation,” as such things 

never existed from the 

beginnings of the Disciples 

tradition. In fact, no elders 

participated in the service other 

than “Campbell” himself. The 

people there were so welcoming 

and hospitable, and they were 

amazed that we had driven over 

1200 miles from Texas just to 

worship with them on this 

special day on this hallowed 

ground.” 
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Connecting with the  
Bethany College Community 
 

 

TAKE THIS Blessing WITH YOU AND MAY YOU RUN WITH THE WIND  

Most likely, not everyone is thrilled with the reality that 

summer is over and Bethany College students and faculty have 
returned to this bucolic village we call home. Gone is the ease of 
parking at the church or at Chambers, the quiet (if you can 
ignore the sound of fracking) evenings, and the ability to cross 
almost any street in town without the fear of getting run over. 
But at the same time, there is a certain air of excitement that 
conjures up memories of one’s own first days of school, whether 
it be kindergarten or college. That feeling when the parents 
dropped you off and drove away, and you were on your own for 
a day, or a week, or maybe even a semester.  

In the continued effort to be a true community church, the 
congregation of Bethany Memorial Church started early in the 
hopes of establishing ties with those at the college. A half dozen 
met on August 19th to “label” bottles of water with a welcome 
from, and hours of worship at, friends at BMC. Cold water was 
then distributed to students and their families on “move-in” 
day on the 21st. 

On Sunday, September 1, the church held a “Blessing of the 
Sneakers and Books” for students, faculty, staff, and 
administration at Bethany College. A special litany was offered, 
and guests were treated to a “cookie coffee hour” beforehand. 
All students left with baggies filled with homemade cookies. 

Regional Minister Thad Allen was correct when he stated at a 
Search and Call meeting in mid-summer that the spiritual 
needs of Bethany College students “will be taken care of.” BMC 
is off to a pretty good start. 
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As many of you know, last year I 
walked across Spain. Like all the 
way across. On purpose. For thirty 
two days, I walked an almost five 
hundred mile pilgrimage across 
Northern Spain. It’s called the 
Camino de Santiago. Almost every 
morning, a certain piece of ancient 
wisdom came to mind. These 
words competed for attention from 
my stiff joints and sore muscles, 
the complaints on the tip of my 
tongue about the rustlings of the 
early risers at the hostels, and the 
uncertainties of the strenuous day 
ahead. Where would I sleep 
tonight? How would the blisters 
hold up? Was it really necessary 
someone to accidentally shine her 
flashlight in my face at 5:30 AM as 
she packed her backpack? Amidst 
the mental cacophony that 
accompanied these pilgrimage 
mornings, I often remembered 
these words ascribed to Chinese 
sage Lao Tzu as I stepped onto the 
trail: “A journey of a thousand 
miles begins with a single step.”  

 I appreciated this ancient 
invitation to take that first difficult 
step. It was a hard step to make 
some mornings, but I would use it 
as a mantra as I began to walk: “A 
journey of a thousand miles begins 
with a single step.”  Another few 
steps. “A journey of a thousand 
miles begins with a single step.” 
And another few steps.  And then I 
would start feeling super smart: 
“My journey’s only half of that!” 
One morning as I talked myself 
through those first steps, I found 
myself chuckling out loud.  
Walking and laughing, I got a 
quizzical look from the woman 
overtaking me at my more leisurely 
pace.   

Pilgrimage changed me in lots of 
ways. It made me an earlier riser—
at least for that month—and also 
friendlier, for example. Someone 
always had a good tip about the 
walk or a blister pad or a snack or 
a story. So I shared my insight with 
the pilgrim about the comparative 
ease of walking 500 miles.  

 We ended up laughing 
together at the absurdity: We were 
clever for only walking five 
hundred miles, not Lao Tzu’s 
thousand miles!? Laughing and 
breathing then began to work its 
magic. Taking in deep gulps of 
oxygen after exhaling through 
laughter, I felt like could take on 
the challenges of the pilgrimage for 
another day. The laughter jump-
started a deeper breathing that 
calmed me. Breathing in and 
breathing out, I experienced a shift 
in my body. The stunning vistas 
emerging out of the mists ahead 
quieted my jangled brain. And 
then I found myself much more 
open to the day and less 
encumbered by burdens, from the 
memories of the snorers or even 
much bigger problems that were 
following me across Spain—things 
like the midterm elections and my 
father’s declining health. My fellow 
pilgrims compelled me with their 
stories and sometimes let me help 
them in a small way, by offering a 
listening ear or a blister treatment 
pad, for example. Sometimes the 
walking remained easy for miles, 
even as I trudged up another 
mountainside. First the laughter, 
then my lungs and my legs led the 
way to my peace of mind. My body, 
the pilgrimage path began showing 
me, was deeply involved in the  

practice of pilgrimage. For those of 
us walking on the path—with our 
different languages, our aching 
feet, and our 20-something 
pounds of worldly goods strapped 
on our backs—our bodies held our 
stories and prayers.  

 

 

 

Pilgrimage: Faith with Legs 
by Holly Hillgardner 
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Proposed allocation 

Outcome based on the next 
expected Kirkpatrick 

disbursement of $129,632.50 

Invested in BMC Wells Fargo 
Account 

50.00% of total 0.50x($129,632.50)  

= $64,816.25 

Pastor’s Salary 50% of funds remaining after 
Wells Fargo Deposit 

0.50x$64,816.25) 

= $32,408.13 

Grants and Leadership Awards 50% of the funds remaining 
after pastor’s salary 

0.50x32,408.13 

=$16,204.06 

Outreach 37.5% of funds remaining 
after pastor’s salary 

0.375x$32,408.13 

= $12,153.05 

Church Education 6.25% of funds remaining 
after pastor’s salary 

0.0625x($$32,408.13) 

= $2,025.51 

Minister’s Discretionary Fund 6.25 % of funds remaining 
after pastor’s salary. 

0.0625x($$32,408.13) 

= $2,025.51 

There will be a congregational meeting immediately following worship on Sunday, September 15, 
2019. The purpose of the meeting is to discuss and vote on a proposed change in the policy used to 
determine how the annual Kirkpatrick Trust payment is utilized by the church.  

All participating members of the church are encouraged to attend. The proposed policy as shown below 
has been approved by both the Congregational Board and the Trustees of the church. The need for a 
change in the almost 20 year old policy is two-fold. First, the current policy is outdated if only because 
the dollar amount of the annual payment from the Kirkpatrick Trust has increased by 100%. Secondly, 
the Congregation has indicated a preference that a full-time pastor be called to serve the church. Since 
Bethany College will be the sole employer, it is necessary for BMC to develop a financial plan to support 
a full-time minister on its own. 

 

 

It is not expected that the proposed amount of Kirkpatrick funds designated to the pastor’s salary, 
combined with present pledges and gifts from the congregation, will be enough to cover a competitive 
salary and benefits package.  Therefore, it is important that each of us consider increasing our tithing 
and gifts to the church. Prayer and discernment have guided us in determining what we feel we need 
for Bethany Memorial Church to continue its mission and vision as a true community church.  The 
same must guide us individually as we enter the stewardship process for the 2020 year. 

Congregational Meeting Called 

 

ongregational Meeting Called 
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Prayer List 
 

So I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have  
received it, and it will be yours. 

-  Mark 11:24 

 
 

• Brenda Cramblet Bowman 

• Andy Forsty (brother of Jan Forsty) 

• Cayden Knisley 

• Maggie McFadden 

• Jennifer Allen 

• John Cole 

• Joanne Sykes 

• Ellen Sanford 

• Nancy Sandercox 

• Barbara Chambers 

• Mary Jane Jackson 

• Ruth Tye 

• Judy Pyle 

• Holly, Frank, and Sharley Hillgardner 

• Elizabeth DeJong 
 

 

• Beverly Donini, daughter Bridget 
Burns, and son, Sam Donini 

• Donna Norman (Becky Ayers’ sister) 

• Nancy Pietrangelo (sister of Penny 
Tittle)                                                                            

• Della & Ed Rodgers (Parents of Vicki 
NeCastro) 

• Dottie Smith 

• Robert Andrews 
Linda Owens Walters 

• Paul Gardner 
Kerry Kerr 
Dara Cobb Lewis and family 
Chib Gratz (friend of Kim Lawless) 

• Mike Cunningham (Sydma’s Dad) and 
Dottie Hanners 

 
Paul Gardner 
Kerry Kerr 

Dara Cobb Lewis and family  

Chib Gratz (friend of Kim Lawless)  

Mike Cunningham (Sydma’s Dad) and Dottie Hanners 

 

 
Birthdays and Anniversaries 

3 – Jack and Cindy Hoffman (A) - 53 years 

6 – Karen McFadden (B) 

7 – Charlotte Ann Chambers (B) 

9 – Scott Thayer (B) 

9 – Penny Tittle (B) 

14 – Karen Bracey (B) 

 

15 – Abby Ayers (B) 

16 – Judy VanHorn (B) 

17 – Judy Pyle (B) 

19 – Rev. Thad Allen 

22 – John Rodenberg (B) 

  

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
and before you were born I consecrated you;” 

-  Jeremiah 1:5 
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Follow Us on Facebook. Visit our web site at www.bmcwv.org. 


