
Bethany Memorial Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

July 26, 2020 
 

 

Prelude                      Brenda Hart 

Welcome                        Debra Hull 

Announcements  

 
WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE 

CALL TO WORSHIP                       Debra Hull 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE: # 581 verses 1 & 2  

“Near to the Heart of God”  

 

There is a place of quiet rest, 

near to the heart of God; 

a place where sin cannot molest, 

near to the heart of God. 

 

O Jesus, blest Redeemer,  

sent from the heart of God, 

hold us who wait before you 

near to the heart of God. 

 

There is a place of comfort sweet, 

near to the heart of God; 

A place where we our Savior meet, 

near to the heart of God. 

 

O Jesus, blest Redeemer,  

sent from the heart of God, 

hold us who wait before you 

near to the heart of God. 

 

INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                   Debra Hull 

 

Our Father/Mother who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN. 



 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

L: The peace of Christ be with you. 

P:        And, also with you.    

 
 

 
THE WORD IN OUR MIDST 

 

JOYS AND CONCERNS         Rev. Watkins  

PASTORAL PRAYER                                                                                       Rev. Watkins    
 

SCRIPTURE READING                Romans 8:26-39                     Debra Hull 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we 

ought, but that very Spirit intercedes[a] with sighs too deep for words. And God, who 

searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit[ intercedes for 

the saints according to the will of God. 

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 

according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 

conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large 

family. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he 

also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us?  He who 

did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also 

give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who 

justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at 

the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us.  Who will separate us from the love 

of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 

sword? As it is written, 

‘For your sake we are being killed all day long; 

    we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’ 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 

convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 

things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 

be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                       Brenda Hart 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A26-39&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-28128a


SERMON                                      Rev. Sharon Watkins 

“Spirit Helps” 
 

WE PARTAKE AT GOD’S HOLY TABLE 

 

CALL TO OFFERING                                    Debra Hull 

DOXOLOGY AND OFFERING PRAYER 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  

Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. 

 

 

COMMUNION INVITATION                       Jan Forsty 

 

THE THANKSGIVING PRAYER OF THE ELDER                              Jan Forsty 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION                       

                                                  

FELLOWSHIP OF COMMUNION  

Please partake of the bread and cup – one in the Spirit.  

 

GOING FORTH TO SERVE 
 

CLOSING HYMN #557 verses 1, 2 

“Just a Closer Walk with Thee” 

 

I am weak, but thou art strong; 

Jesus, keep me from all wrong. 

I’ll be satisfied as long 

As I walk, let me walk close to thee. 

 

Just a closer walk to thee, 

Grant it, Jesus, is my plea, 

Daily walking close to thee; 

Let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 

 

Through this world of toil and snares, 

If I falter, Lord, who cares? 

Who with me my burden shares? 

None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee. 

 



Just a closer walk to thee, 

Grant it, Jesus, is my plea, 

Daily walking close to thee; 

Let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 

 

. 

BENEDICTION                                                 Rev. Watkins 

POSTLUDE                      Brenda Hart 

 

 

 

NOTE: For those of you attending worship in the sanctuary, when leaving, please use the 

doors to the right as you face the exit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us today! 

 

Minister          Rev. Sharon Watkins 

Liturgist               Debra Hull 

Elder                             Jan Forsty 

Music                        Brenda Hart 

Videographer      Connie McVicar 

Sound Technician                 Michael Thayer 

          
 



PRAYER LIST 

 

 

Christian love and sympathy is extended to Rick Clancy, BC professor, his daughter Jenna, BC 

alum, and family, on the loss of Rick’s mother, Bridget, to Covid-19. 

 

Della & Ed Rodgers (Parents of Vicki NeCastro) 

Ruth Tye 

Ned George (father of David) and family 

Cindy Hoffman 

Perry Jones, Jr. 

Xenyiah Pickens 

Dottie Hanners and Mike Cunningham 

Gary and Vonnie Larson  

Bob and Jackie Andrews 

Barb Stevenson, mother of Kim Stevenson 

Linda Jacobs (Sister of Jan Forsty) 

Nancy Pietrangelo (sister of Penny Tittle)                                                                            

Jeffrey Yost 

Rick Lowery 

Shana Hatzopoulos 

Sharon Poyneer (sister of Vonnie Larson) 

Mary Sutherland (sister of Pat Sutherland) 

Holly Cramblet Bowman 

Caden Knisley 

Joanne Sykes 

Ellen Sanford 

Mary Jane Jackson 

Holly, Frank, and Sharley Hillgardner 

Elizabeth DeJong 

Donna Norman (Becky Ayers’ sister) 

Dottie Smith 

Linda Owens Walters 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

Now that many of us have regathered in the sanctuary for Sunday worship, keep in mind 

that there are a number of guidelines attendees are being asked to follow, including 

wearing masks, refraining from hymn singing, hand sanitizing upon entry, and social 

distancing. We respect that many will not feel comfortable returning to in-house 

worship and for those individuals and others, the worship service will continue to be 

live streamed to Facebook Live. If you did not receive a copy of the required 

guidelines via snail mail, please contact the church office and a copy will be sent. 

 

Bible Study will be held on Monday, July 27 at 7:15 pm via Zoom. 

Monday’s discussion will be based on the following scripture: 

 

Isaiah 55:1-5 

Psalm 17 

Romans 9:1-5 

Matthew 14:13-21 

 

John Hull will lead the discussion. If you are interested in participating, please call the 

church office so arrangements can be made to insure you receive a Zoom invitation. 

 

Thursday Evening Prayer services continue. For those of you on the BMC email list, 

you will receive an email with the Zoom invitation and are welcome to join. If you would 

like a link texted to you, let Sydma know If you are not on the email list, please contact 

either Sharon (swatkins@bethanywv.edu) or Sydma (shatzopoulos@bethanywv.edu) so 

that we can add you. 
 

 

NOTE: The Church building is closed until further notice. BMC staff and volunteers can be 

reached by calling: 

 

Rev. Sharon Watkins; 317-366-6593 swatkins@bethanwv.edu (Minister) 

Sydma Hatzopoulos; 304-639-1600 shatzopoulos@bethanywv.edu  (Operations Manager) 

Helen Moren; 304-829-4706 moren4391@comcasdt.net  (Moderator) 

Jan Forsty; 304-639-3428 jforsty@bethanywv.edu (Chair of Elders) 

For the month of July, we are collecting greeting cards for two of our Global Mission adoptees, 
toddler Chinna Appu, and Mrs. Muniyammal, an elderly woman. Both are residents of the Family 
Village Farm in Tamilnadu, India. Include a message with your card or cards, and either mail 
them to the church (in a larger envelope) or drop them off. Any kind of card is welcome.  
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