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Bethany Memorial Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

February 21, 2021 

First Sunday of Lent-Black History Month 

Week of Compassion Special Offering 
 

Prelude                                                Vicki NeCastro  

                                                                                                                           Brenda Hart 

Welcome                                    Noah Gill 

Announcements  

 

WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE   

CALL TO WORSHIP                                   Noah Gill 

HYMN OF PRAISE: #265 vv. 1,4 

                “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart” 

 

Spirit of God. Descend upon my heart, 

Wean it from earth, through all its pulses move; 

Stoop to my weakness, mighty as thou at, 

And make me love thee as I ought to love. 

 

Teach me to love thee as thine angels love, 

One holy passion filling all my frame; 

The baptism of the heaven descended Dove. 

My heart an altar, and thy love the flame. 

 

INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER         Noah Gill 

 

Our Father/Mother who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN. 

 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

L: The peace of Christ be with you. 

P:        And, also with you.    

 

 



THE WORD IN OUR MIDST 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS                  Rev. Sharon Watkins  

PASTORAL PRAYER                                                                                    

 

SCRIPTURE READING                   Mark 1:9-15                                            Noah Gill 

 

 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 

Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn 

apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, 

“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness.  He was in the 

wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the 

angels waited on him. 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 

God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; 

repent, and believe in the good news. 

 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC                             Brenda Hart 

SERMON                                                                    Rev. Watkins 

             “Wilderness”  

 

 
WE PARTAKE AT GOD’S HOLY TABLE 

 
MOMENT FOR MISSION                                                                              Week of Compassion 

CALL TO OFFERING                       Noah Gill               

           

DOXOLOGY AND OFFERING PRAYER 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below. 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 

 

COMMUNION INVITATION                  Helen Moren 

THE THANKSGIVING PRAYER OF THE ELDER                         Helen Moren 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION                       

                                                  



FELLOWSHIP OF COMMUNION  

Please partake of the bread and cup – one in the Spirit.  

 

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP 

 

GOING FORTH TO SERVE 

CLOSING HYMN #249 vv 1,4                             

“Sprit” 

 

(refrain) 

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness,  

blow through the wilderness, calling and free, 

Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, 

Stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

 

You moved on the waters, you called to the deep, 

Then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep, 

And over the eons you called to each thing, 

“Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings.” 

 

(refrain) 

 

You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes, 

From the bondage of sorrow the captives dream dreams; 

Our women see visions, our men clear their eyes. 

With bold new decisions your people arise. 

 

(refrain) 

 

 

BENEDICTION                                                 Rev. Watkins 

POSTLUDE                  Vicki NeCastro  

 

 



 

PRAYER LIST 

 

 

All those affected by Covid-19 both in our community and beyond. 

 

Mary Ann Eisenhauer 

Hunter Knisley 

Brenda Mayer (First Christian Church of Weirton) 

Theresa Ferraro (sister of Gerard NeCastro) 

Ed Rodgers (Vicki NeCastro’s father) 

Jean McVicar, mother-in-law of Connie McVicar 

Gary and Vonnie Larson 

Ashley Pietrangelo, niece of Penny Tittle 

Mark and Donna Sutherland, brother and sister-in-law of Pat Sutherland 

Lynn Cowell, brother of Shirley Kemp 

Nancy Pietrangelo (sister of Penny Tittle) 

Jackie Andrews 

Mike Gostlin, son-in-law of Larry and Carol Grimes (husband to Becca) 

Jeanne Cobb 

David Gnatek (brother-in-law of Holly Hillgardner) 

Tammy Ritchea 

Ruth Tye, Jeannie Sarg Tye, and Jay Tye 

Jack Hoffman 

Ned George (father of David) and family 

Perry Jones, Jr. 

Jeffrey Yost 

Caden Knisley 

Ellen Sanford 

Mary Jane Jackson 

Holly, Frank, and Sharley Hillgardner 

Donna Norman (Becky Ayers’ sister) 

Dottie Smith 

Linda Owens Walters 

 

 

Please consider a monetary gift to Week of Compassion, 

the relief, refugee and development mission fund of the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States 

and Canada. Contributions can be mailed to the church 

(PO Box 149) or made through the BMC web page 

(bmcwv.org) 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

Bible Study, Monday, February 22 at 7:15 pm – All are invited. The scripture to be 

discussed this week will be: 

 

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16                                Mark 8:31-38                            Romans 4:13-25 

 

If you would like to participate for the first time, we would love to provide you with the 

Zoom link. Email, text, or call Sydma. 

 

“Walk Around the Block with Wilkinsburg” will take place with Janet and Steve 

Hellnet-Burris at 1:30 this afternoon on Zoom. This is our second collaborative effort 

with the Christian Church of Wilkinsburg. The Zoom invitation has been mailed. If you 

did not receive one, email shatzopoulos@bethanywv.edu immediately! 

 

Mid-Week Prayer Meeting will take place on Thursdays of each week at 6:30pm via 

Zoom. If you would like to attend, call the church office so we can make sure you receive 

a Zoom invitation. 

 

Outreach Projects 

During the months of February and March, BMC will be collecting needed supplies for 

women and children served by various agencies and shelters in our communities. The 

need is great for diapers, wipes, and formula, and for feminine hygiene products. 

Please contribute what you can by dropping your gifts at the church, sending a clearly 

marked check, or calling us to pick up your contributions.  

 

Please don’t forget the BMC Food Pantry!  Nonperishable foods and toiletries can be 

left on the shelves on the front porch at any time. If you prefer, someone can come by 

and get them. Contact the church office. 

 

 

The rose on the Communion Table this 

morning is in celebration of the February 19th 

anniversary of Pastor Sharon’s ordination. We 

are so fortunate to have her as our Minister! 

mailto:shatzopoulos@bethanywv.edu

