
Bethany Memorial Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

May 17, 2020 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 

 

Prelude                  Vicki NeCastro 

Welcome               John Rodenberg 

Announcements  

 
WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                  John Rodenberg 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE: # 67 vs. 1,3 

“O God, Our Help in Ages Past”  

 

O God, our help in ages past, 

our hope for years to come, 

our shelter from the stormy blast 

and our eternal home! 

 

Before the hills in order stood, 

or earth received its frame, 

from everlasting thou art God, 

to endless years the same. 

 

 

INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father/Mother who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN. 

 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

L: The peace of Christ be with you. 

All: And also with you.  
 

 



THE WORD IN OUR MIDST 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS          Rev. Watkins  

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

SCRIPTURE READING             Acts 17:22-31         John Rodenberg  

 

      Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how 

extremely religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked 

carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the 

inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I 

proclaim to you.  The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is 

Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands,  nor is 

he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives 

to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one ancestor[a] he made all 

nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and 

the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would search for 

God[b] and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from 

each one of us.  For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some 

of your own poets have said, 

 ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 

 

 Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or 

 silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While 

 God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people 

 everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world 

 judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has 

 given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 

 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                     Vicki NeCastro 

 

SERMON                                      Rev. Sharon Watkins 

“Encountering the Living God” 

 

WE PARTAKE AT GOD’S HOLY TABLE 
 

CALL TO OFFERING 

 

DOXOLOGY AND OFFERING PRAYER 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+17%3A22-32&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27537a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+17%3A22-32&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27538b


Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  

Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. 

 

 

COMMUNION INVITATION                             

THE THANKSGIVING PRAYER OF THE ELDER   

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION            Rev. Watkins  

                                                  

FELLOWSHIP OF COMMUNION  

Please partake of the bread and cup – one in the Spirit.  

 

GOING FORTH TO SERVE 

 

CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP        Rev. Watkins 

 

CLOSING HYMN #400 vv. 1,4 

“Spirit” 

 

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 

blow through the wilderness 

calling and free. 

Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, 

stir me from placidness 

wind, wind on the sea. 

 

You moved on the waters, 

you called to the deep, 

then you coaxed up the mountains 

from the valleys of sleep, 

and over the eons 

you called to each thing, 

“Awake from your slumbers  

and rise on your wings.” 

 

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 

blow through the wilderness 

calling and free. 

Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, 

Stir me from placidness 

wind, wind on the sea. 



 

You call from tomorrow, 

you break ancient schemes, 

from the bondage of sorrow 

the captives dream dreams; 

Our women see visions, 

Our men clear their eyes, 

With bold new decisions 

Your people arise. 

 

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 

blow through the wilderness 

calling and free. 

Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, 

stir me from placidness 

wind, wind on the sea. 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION                                                 Rev. Watkins 

POSTLUDE                  Vicki NeCastro 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us today! 

 

Minister          Rev. Sharon Watkins 

Liturgist      John Rodenberg 

Elder            David George 

Music                    Vicki NeCastro 

Videographer      Connie McVicar 

          
 



 

 

 

 

PRAYER LIST 

 

Christian love and sympathy extended to family and friends of Charles “Chuck” Arthurs who 

passed away Tuesday, May12. 

 

Christian love and sympathy extended to Joe and Carol Kurey, on the passing of their grandson, 

Kyle Kury. 

 

Casen, 3-month-old great-grandson of Connie Norwood of FCC Weirton 

Frank Hillgarder, (father to Holly and Sharley), recovering from Covid-19 

Bob and Jackie Andrews 

Dustin Winters, recovering from Covid-19 

Della & Ed Rodgers (Parents of Vicki NeCastro) 

Gary Larson and Vonnie Larson 

Barb Stevenson, mother of Kim Stevenson 

Linda Jacobs (Sister of Jan Forsty) 

Nancy Pietrangelo (sister of Penny Tittle)                                                                            

Mike Cunningham (Sydma’s Dad) and Dottie Hanners 

Jeffrey Yost 

Allan and Pam Clifford (Connie McVicar’s brother-in-law and sister) 

Sharon Poyneer (sister of Vonnie Larson) 

Mary Sutherland (sister of Pat Sutherland) 

Caden Knisley 

Joanne Sykes 

Ellen Sanford 

Mary Jane Jackson 

Ruth Tye 

Donna Norman (Becky Ayers’ sister) 

Linda Owens Walters 

Kerry Kerr 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Thursday Evening Prayer services have begun! For those of you on the BMC email list, you will 

receive and email with the Zoom invitation and are welcome to join. If you would like a link 

texted to you, let Sydma know  If you are not on the email list, please contact either Sharon 

(swatkins@bethanywv.edu) or Sydma (shatzopoulos@bethanywv.edu)  so that we can add you. 

 

Plans are progressing for a Bible Study via Zoom. If you are interested and have not yet let us 

know, please email either Sharon or Sydma. The Bible Study will be starting soon! 

 

Friends and family of BMC can keep up with pledges to the church or give financial gifts to the 

church by mail or by going to the BMC web page and clicking on the “donate” button. 

Contributions can be made by credit card or through PayPal. If you’d like, you can specify how 

your gift is to be used by commenting in the notes box or send an email via the Facebook page. 

 

Members of the Bethany community have been asked to make surgical masks for medical 

personnel.  Directions can be found at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BCJcE-

r7kcg&fbclid=IwAR3rZ6BDFOpMEBRFZwyYVLwKv5GmaLwbmrgzxasT6CUX_WwaNr0sQXWnTfM

&app=desktop, and are also available on the BMC Facebook page. Once completed, these can 

be left in the designated box on the left hand side of the front porch. 

 

If you or someone you know is in need of a grocery or prescription pickup, please call the 

church office and leave a message. Volunteers stand ready to help.   

 

The BMC Food Pantry has been moved to the front porch of the church. If you know of 

someone in need, or are in need yourself, please help yourself.  For those of us who are 

fortunate enough to remain relatively unaffected financially by the Covid-19 crisis, donations of 

nonperishable food are welcome. You may leave them on the shelves on the porch. 

 

There is also a small book lending library on the front porch. Help yourself! 

 

NOTE: The Church building is closed until further notice. BMC staff and volunteers can be 

reached by calling: 

 

Rev. Sharon Watkins; 317-366-6593 swatkins@bethanwv.edu (Minister) 

Sydma Hatzopoulos; 304-639-1600 shatzopoulos@bethanywv.edu  (Operations Manager) 

Helen Moren; 304-829-4706 moren4391@comcasdt.net  (Moderator) 

Jan Forsty; 304-639-3428 jforsty@bethanywv.edu (Chair of Elders) 
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