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Prelude                  Vicki NeCastro 

Welcome                          John Hull 

Announcements  

 
WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                         John Hull 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE: # 284 verses 1 & 2  

“Gather Us In”  

 

Here in this place, the new light is streaming, 

Shadows of doubt are vanished away. 

See in this space our fears and our dreamings, 

Brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken; 

Gather us in; our spirits inflame. 

Call to us now, and we shall awaken; 

We shall arise at the sound of our name. 

 

We are the young – our lives are a mystery; 

We are the old, who yearn for your face. 

We have been sung throughout all of history, 

Called to be light to the whole human race. 

Gather us in – the rich and the haughty; 

Gather us in – the proud and the strong; 

Give us a heart so meek and so lowly; 

Give us the courage to enter the song. 

 

INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER            John Hull 

 

Our Father/Mother who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our debt as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN. 



 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

L: The peace of Christ be with you. 

D:        And, also with you.    

 
THE WORD IN OUR MIDST 

 

JOYS AND CONCERNS          Debra Hull  

PASTORAL PRAYER                                                                                        Debra Hull    
 

SCRIPTURE READING    Matthew 9:35 – 10:8-23                    John Hull 

 

Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 

and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and 

every sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because 

they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to 

his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the 

Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.’ 

Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received 

without payment; give without payment. Take no gold, or silver, or copper in 

your belts, no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for 

laborers deserve their food. Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in 

it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. As you enter the house, greet it. If 

the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your 

peace return to you. If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, 

shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that house or town. Truly I tell 

you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day 

of judgement than for that town. 

 ‘See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as 

serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of them, for they will hand you over to 

councils and flog you in their synagogues; and you will be dragged before 

governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the 

Gentiles. When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or 

what you are to say; for what you are to say will be given to you at that time; for 

it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through 

you. Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child, and children will 

rise against parents and have them put to death; and you will be hated by all 

because of my name. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. When 

they persecute you in one town, flee to the next; for truly I tell you, you will not 

have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes. 



 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                       Brenda Hart 

 

SERMON                                           John Rodenberg 

 

WE PARTAKE AT GOD’S HOLY TABLE 

 

CALL TO OFFERING                        John Hull 

 

DOXOLOGY AND OFFERING PRAYER 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  

Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. 

 

 

COMMUNION INVITATION                  Helen Moren           

 

THE THANKSGIVING PRAYER OF THE ELDER                         Helen Moren 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION                      Helen Moren  

                                                  

FELLOWSHIP OF COMMUNION  

Please partake of the bread and cup – one in the Spirit.  

 

GOING FORTH TO SERVE 

 
 

CLOSING HYMN #458 Verses 1 & 2 

“Ours the Journey” 

 

In the midst of new dimensions,  

in the face of changing ways, 

Who will lead the pilgrim peoples  

wandering their sep-rate ways? 

God of rainbow, fiery pillar, 

Leading where the eagles soar, 

We your people, ours the journey 

now and ever more 

 

Through the flood of starving peoples, 

Warring factions and despair, 

Who will lift the olive branches? 



Who will light the flame of care? 

God of rainbow, fiery pillar, 

Leading where the eagles soar, 

We your people, ours the journey 

now and ever more 

 

 

BENEDICTION                                           John Rodenberg 

POSTLUDE                  Vicki NeCastro 

 

 

 

About the Hymn “Ours the Journey,” 

 

This hymn was written by Rev. Julian Rush, a United Methodist minister who served churches in 

Dallas, Denver, Boulder and Colorado Springs for 17 years, until he acknowledged his own 

identity as a gay man. 

When he came out, the United Methodist church in Boulder decided he was no longer fit to be 

their minister, and stopped paying his salary. In 1981 Bishop Melvin Wheatley appointed Julian 

to St. Paul United Methodist Church in Denver. This was a small church, which already had a 

pastor and had very little money. But they decided to accept the appointment of Rev. Rush as a 

public gesture of support for the gay community, and as a statement about their commitment 

to social justice. 

In 1984, St. Paul UMC became one of the first three churches in the nation to become a 

Reconciling Congregation, believing that all persons are children of God and are welcome in the 

church. In 1997, the Boulder church declared itself to be a reconciling ministry. 

This hymn is Julian’s own record of the struggle to be honest and open, even in the face of 

rejection which came as a result of his integrity. Following the church’s inhospitable reaction to 

Julian, he wrote this loving and affirming hymn. What a powerful lesson for us all about what it 

means to love God – and to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Thank you to the Pastoral Relations Committee and the Elders of Bethany Memorial Church for 

suggesting and planning this morning’s worship service to allow Rev. Watkins to take a break 

from her Sunday duties on her birthday weekend. 

 

Monday, June 15 – BMC Bible Study will take place at 7:15 pm via ZOOM. The discussion will be 

based on the lectionary readings for June 21 as given below: 

 

 Genesis 21:8-21 

 Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 

 Jeremiah 20:7-13 

 Psalm 69:7-10, (11-15), 16-18 

 Romans 6:1b-11 

 Matthew 10:24-39 

 

All are welcome to attend. If you are not on the list to receive a ZOOM invitation to this event, 

please contact the church office. 

 

Thursday, June 18 – Mid-Week Prayer to be held on Zoom at 6:30 pm. If you do not receive an 

email invitation,  but would like to attend, or have a prayer concern, please notify the church 

office.  

 

 

NOTE: The Church building is closed until further notice. BMC staff and volunteers can be 

reached by calling: 

 

Rev. Sharon Watkins; 317-366-6593 swatkins@bethanwv.edu (Minister) 

Sydma Hatzopoulos; 304-639-1600 shatzopoulos@bethanywv.edu  (Operations Manager) 

Helen Moren; 304-829-4706 moren4391@comcasdt.net  (Moderator) 

Jan Forsty; 304-639-3428 jforsty@bethanywv.edu (Chair of Elders) 
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