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Hopeful Generosity 
 

 

Prelude                 Vicki NeCastro 

Welcome                      Brenda Hart 

Announcements  

 

WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE   

CALL TO WORSHIP                    Brenda Hart 

HYMN OF PRAISE: #86 vs.1,3  

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 

There is no shadow of turning with thee; 

Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 

As thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 

 

[Chorus] 

Great is Thy faithfulness! 

Great is Thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth 

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 

[Chorus] 

 

INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER              Brenda Hart 

 

Our Father/Mother who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN. 

 



PASSING OF THE PEACE 

L: The peace of Christ be with you. 

P:        And, also with you.    

 

THE WORD IN OUR MIDST 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS                  Rev. Sharon Watkins  

PASTORAL PRAYER                                                                                    

 

SCRIPTURE READING               II Corinthians 9:1-9                                  Brenda Hart 

Now it is not necessary for me to write you about the ministry to the saints, for I know 

your eagerness, which is the subject of my boasting about you to the people of 

Macedonia, saying that Achaia has been ready since last year; and your zeal has stirred 

up most of them. But I am sending the brothers in order that our boasting about you may 

not prove to have been empty in this case, so that you may be ready, as I said you would 

be; otherwise, if some Macedonians come with me and find that you are not ready, we 

would be humiliated—to say nothing of you—in this undertaking.  So I thought it 

necessary to urge the brothers to go on ahead to you, and arrange in advance for this 

bountiful gift that you have promised, so that it may be ready as a voluntary gift and not 

as an extortion. 

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who 

sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up 

your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God 

is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough 

of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work. As it is written, 

“He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; 

    his righteousness endures forever.” 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                     Vicki NeCastro 

SERMON    “Discipline of Hope                         Rev. Watkins 

 
WE PARTAKE AT GOD’S HOLY TABLE 

CALL TO OFFERING                                  Brenda Hart 

 

DOXOLOGY AND OFFERING PRAYER 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts:  

Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. 

 



COMMUNION INVITATION                Vonnie Larson 

  

THE THANKSGIVING PRAYER OF THE ELDER                       Vonnie Larson 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION                       

                                                  

FELLOWSHIP OF COMMUNION  

Please partake of the bread and cup – one in the Spirit.  

 

GOING FORTH TO SERVE 
 

CLOSING HYMN #638 – vs 1-3 

“In the Bulb There is a Flower” 

 

In the bulb there is a flower, 

in the seed, an apple tree, 

in cocoons, a hidden promise: 

butterflies will soon be free! 

In the cold and snow of winter 

there's a spring that waits to be, 

unrevealed until its season, 

something God alone can see. 

 

 There's a song in every silence, 

seeking word and melody; 

there's a dawn in every darkness, 

bringing hope to you and me. 

From the past will come the future; 

what it holds, a mystery, 

unrevealed until its season, 

something God alone can see. 

 

 In our end is our beginning, 

in our time, infinity; 

in our doubt there is believing, 

in our life, eternity, 

in our death, a resurrection, 

at the last, a victory, 

unrevealed until its season, 

something God alone can see. 

 

BENEDICTION                                                 Rev. Watkins 

POSTLUDE                  Vicki NeCastro 



 

 

When entering and exiting the church and sanctuary, please refrain from gathering and 

socializing in the narthex.  And as much as we would like to praise God with our voices 

during these difficult times of Covid-19, please refrain from singing hymns. You may hum! 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER LIST 

 

 

Bob Andrews 

Azariah Gardunio 

David Gnatek (brother-in-law of Holly Hillgardner) 

Nancy Pietrangelo (sister of Penny Tittle) 

Glenn Rodgers (cousin of Vicki NeCastro)    

Tweety, friend of Brenda Hart 

Tammy Ritchea 

Ed Rodgers (Father of Vicki NeCastro) 

Jackie Andrews 

Ruth Tye, Jeannie Sarg Tye, and Jay Tye 

Jack Hoffman 

Ned George (father of David) and family 

Perry Jones, Jr. 

Dottie Hanners and Mike Cunningham 

Gary and Vonnie Larson  

Barb Stevenson, mother of Kim Stevenson 

Jeffrey Yost 

Shana Hatzopoulos 

Sharon Poyneer (sister of Vonnie Larson) 

Mary Sutherland (sister of Pat Sutherland) 

Holly Cramblet Bowman 

Caden Knisley 

Joanne Sykes 

Ellen Sanford 

Mary Jane Jackson 

Holly, Frank, and Sharley Hillgardner 

Elizabeth DeJong 

Donna Norman (Becky Ayers’ sister) 

Dottie Smith 

Linda Owens Walters 

 

 

 

 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Today is the second Sunday in the BMC Stewardship Campaign. You will receive more 

information regarding this campaign during the upcoming week. 

 

Bible Study will take place Monday, October 19, at 7:15 on ZOOM. Rev. Sharon Watkins will 

lead the discussion and will focus on the following scripture. 

 

Psalm 90:1-6,13-17             Leviticus 19:1-2,15-18       Matthew 22:34-46 

 

All those who have been attending will receive a ZOOM invitation. If you would like to join in, let 

the church office know and you will be sent a ZOOM invitation. 

 

Mid-Week Prayer services continue. For those of you on the BMC email list, you will receive an 

email with the Zoom invitation and are welcome to join. If you would like a link texted to you, 

please contact the church office. Prayer meetings are at 6:30 on Thursday evenings. If you have a 

prayer request, contact the church office. 

 

Food Pantry – Thank you to those who have supported BMC’s food pantry. The need is never-

ending, so we invite you to drop off nonperishable food items as you wish. 

 

Christmas Already? Well, contrary to what you see in the stores, Christmas is not here yet. 

However, we are preparing for the annual trip to Wilkinsburg to participate in what is this year 

being called “Santa’s Open House.”  As in past years, it will still feature photos with Santa, 

lunch, games, and shopping, all in a safe (from Covid-19) way. The event is on December 5 from 

1:00 until 5:00 pm. Volunteers are expected to arrive by 11:30 pm to help set up and participate 

in training. 

 

You can help in several ways. If you are interested in attending, call Deb Hull. You can donate 

small prizes for the shopping event. (More info provided below). You can donate money to the 

Wilkinsburg church through BMC or for the purchase of gifts for the event. And finally, you can 

pray for our friends in Wilkinsburg as well as for the success of this event. 

 

This year all donated prizes must be in its original packaging. `No loose toys can be accepted. 

No part of the toy can be exposed. This is, of course, for the safety of all involved. 

Thank you for worshipping with us today! 

 

Minister                                    Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins 

Liturgist                               Brenda Hart 

Elder                            Vonnie Larson 

Music                          Vicki NeCastro 

Videographer                       Connie McVicar 

Greeter                              Penny Tittle 

          
 


