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Helen Moren, Moderator of the BMC Board and BMC 
elder, serves at the Communion table. 

 

Jan Forsty, Professor of Physical Education at Bethany 
College, provides the Sunday message. 

 

Who are We and What do 
We Seek? 
 

As most of you know by now, the 
"Search and Call" process is 
underway at Bethany Memorial 
Church. The call of a new pastor 
is a critical event in the life of a 
congregation. It is a time for 
making choices about the future 
and considering where the 
church is going. 

Recently, members of BMC were 
given the opportunity to 
complete a survey to enable the 
church to create a 
“Congregational Profile” that 
might be used in the Search and 
Call process. Twenty-five 
individuals completed the 
survey, a response rate of about 
50%. Many of the characteristics 
portrayed in the results are 
things we already know.  Over 
fifty percent of respondents were 
female over the age of 65. Over 
60% have been members of 
and/or attending Bethany 
Memorial Church 

for twenty years or more. The 
most commonly mentioned 
strengths of the church included 
its outreach endeavors, the love 
and support among the 
congregation, its open and 
affirming status, and its 
connection to Bethany College. 

Three-fourths ranked “pastoral 
care” an essential characteristic 
a new pastor should have while 
over 80% indicated BMC needs 
a pastor who is an effective 
preacher/speaker. Over 90% of 
respondents indicated the 
church should be more involved 
with the aging community. 

Despite the fact that the 
individual who is called by the 
congregation of Bethany 
Memorial Church will not be the 
chaplain of Bethany College, 
64% of those who responded to 
the survey believe a full-time 
minister should be hired. 

 

Keep praying! 

        August 2019 
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Without a doubt, friends and 
family of Bethany Memorial 
Church can be counted on 
when asked to support a 
worthwhile outreach endeavor. 
And so, it has been with the 
request for contributions for 
the clients of Recovery Point 
Charleston, a 92-bed program 
providing women with 
substance use disorders with 
long-term residential recovery 
services. All services are 
provided at no cost to clients. 

As reported in last month’s 
newsletter,  the 2019 WV 
Women’s Service Project is 
Recovery Point Charleston. 
They are asking for donations 
of the following: 

 

 

 

 Metal silverware, pots, 
pans, glasses 

 Tampons/Pads 

 Soap 

 Shampoo 

 Toothpaste 

 Deodorant 

 Notebooks 

 Pens and Pencils 

 Highlighters 

 Reading Glasses 

 Quilts/Blankets/Sheets (for 
twin size beds) 

 Towels/Washcloths 

 Clothing (Interview wear is 
helpful) 

 
It is asked that all donations be  
brought to the church by 
September 4, 2019. If you  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

would prefer to make a 
monetary donation, you can 
do so at the church (please 
make checks out to Bethany 
Memorial Church) or through 
the BMC web site at 
bmcwv.org. Just click on the 
donate button at the top of the 
page and be sure to indicate 
the donation is intended for 
Recovery Point Project. 

Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the 
interests of others.              Philippians 2:4 

Some of the items collected for Recovery 
Point Charleston thus far. 

 
 
 
 

Outreach Opportunity 

OLD MEETING HOUSE UPDATE 
eaver 

The ancient tin gutters at the Old Meeting 
House had seen years of wear and tear, falling 
leaves, debris, and dirt. Thanks to the hard work 
of BMC Trustee John Cole, the gutters were 
recently replaced. 

New, architecturally and historically accurate 
gutters made from an oxidized aluminum were 
installed last month. Measuring over 400 linear 
feet, the gutters and downspouts have a 50 year 
warranty. The new gutters have been painted. 

We’re good until 2069! 

 

We 
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Fences 
by Herb Weaver 

fences to keep cars from rolling off the 
roads, fences to keep livestock from 
running away, fences to keep intruders 
out, and fences to define property lines.  
All these fences seem to emanate from a 
sense of fear…perhaps the fear of losing 
or protecting something.  It makes me 
think about the invention of “ownership” 
and how it has affected humanity. 
 
It strikes me that Jesus never owned 
much of anything, in fact he was kind of 
a roamer.  Because he had few 
possessions, he had no reason to protect 
his belongings.  The whole idea of 
ownership seems somewhat antithetical 
to the tenets of Christianity, as well as 
most other religions for that matter.  
Sometimes I wonder if we owned less, 
and shared more, would we need so 
many fences? 
 

The Palouse is a geographic region of the 
northwestern United States, encompassing 
parts of north central Idaho and 
southeastern Washington.  Primarily the 
land is used for agricultural purposes, 
particularly the production of wheat.  While 
driving out to visit our daughter, Raven, 
who lives on “The Palouse,” I couldn’t help 
but imagine what it was like when the 
indigenous people first inhabited these 
rolling hills.  This place belonged to the 
Nimiipu (Nez Perce) and Palus people who 
peacefully roamed about this uninterrupted 
space in a semi-nomadic fashion, attending 
to the basics of living.  The once-plentiful 
deer, antelope, and elk that originally 
roamed this high-desert prairie have slowly 
been erased in favor of cattle, sheep, and 
goats.  
 
So it seems, much like the rest of the world, 
asphalt roads have replaced paths, 
automobiles move people around instead of 
horses, and farmhouses now offer a more 
permanent domicile. But the most striking 
difference might be the extraordinary 
number of fences that would now impede 
any notion of “roaming about.”  Guard rail  
 
 

The 2019 Disciples Women’s Fall Retreat will take place 
September 6-8 at Cedar Lakes in Ripley, WV. 

If you are interested in attending, please contact the church 

office as soon as possible.  



THE LITTLE   HARBINGER BETHANY MEMORIAL CHURCH | Issue 19  4 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Sunday Sermon 
by Jan Forsty 

Jesus Visits 
Martha and Mary 

 

Now as they went on their 

way, he entered a certain 

village, where a woman 

named Martha welcomed 

him into her home. She had 

a sister named Mary, who 

sat at the Lord’s feet and 

listened to what he was 

saying.  But Martha was 

distracted by her many 

tasks; so she came to him 

and asked, “Lord, do you 

not care that my sister has 

left me to do all the work by 

myself? Tell her then to help 

me.”  But the Lord answered 

her, “Martha, Martha, you 

are worried and distracted 

by many things;  there is 

need of only one thing.   

Mary has chosen the better 

part, which will not be taken 

away from her.” 

 

 

LUKE: 38 – 42 

NRSV 

We live in the village of Bethany, West 
Virginia, not the Biblical Bethany of 
Mary and Martha, but imagine you have 
just learned that the most important 
person in early Christianity (modern as 
well) is going to stop and visit your 
house! Not just Jesus, but more than 
likely several hundred of His followers! 
My immediate reaction would be to “red 
up” my house to give the best possible 
impression to my special guest and His 
entourage. And of course, I would be 
concerned with what I would feed our 
guests given that they had travelled a 
long distance and would most surely be 
hungry. 
 

In ancient Bethany and Far Eastern 
culture, the word hospitality had a 
very special meaning. It was expected 
that you would open your home to all 
that needed shelter and/or help. 
Strangers were to be honored and their 
needs met. It the role of women to serve 
guests in an honorable fashion. The 
cultural values of Far Eastern 
hospitality underscored that you did 
not want to dishonor your guests by not 
preparing your house to honor them 
and their visit. 

So, as we look at Martha, the diligent 
servant, and Mary, the contemplative 
(devoted to prayer and penance) 
servant, we’re made aware of the 
contrasting styles of hosting a special 
guest. 

Both Martha and Mary are attempting to 
be a gracious host and demonstrate the 
ultimate act of kindness. But how do we 
define kindness?  According to Webster, 
kindness is “of a sympathetic or helpful 
nature; arising from or characterized by 
sympathy; a kind act.” Is there a “right” 
way of kindness? Is there a “wrong” way 
of kindness?  

If we continue to read the passage from 
Luke, we can start to understand the 
concept of “wrong” kindness. We need 
to understand where Jesus came 
 

from and more importantly, where he 
is going after his visit with Mary and 
Martha. 

Jesus is on His way to Jerusalem to 
die. 

So, what did Jesus need at this time? 
A tidy house and a banquet meal?  Or 
to simply sit and teach and be loved? 
Did he need an oasis of calm before 
the events that would be coming soon? 

This is one of the great difficulties in 
our lives. So often, we want to be 
“kind” to people, but we want to be 
“kind” in our own way. Yet at times, 
our way may not be what is needed. 

When challenged, we may take offense 
to responses from others, as Martha 
did when she approached Jesus for 
confirmation of her busyness.  
Instead, we need to try to see into the 
heart of the person we wish to help 
and not worry about our own plans. 

Martha was more concerned with 
what others might think or say than 
with what Jesus was there to teach. 

If you look at Mary’s actions as this 
honored guest comes to their house – 
she sits at the feet of Jesus t “learn” 
what he has to say. It is important to 
remember that during this time it was 
considered a waste for women to be 
taught, but Jesus took the time to 
evangelize and teach women, which 
demonstrates how he values every 
person. 

What is the meaning of hospitality in 
our nation today? 

We learn of hospitality through the 
passage in Luke that we are to open 
our homes to all strangers. How then 
can we live with the actions of the 
United States with respect to our 
border issues? Are we more worried 
about OUR needs as a nation than the 
needs of the children and families on 
our borders? 
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Recently, several of us searched the church high and low looking for 
missing offering plates. We were seeking additional plates to take down 
to the Old Meeting House and did not want to take the two that are used 
in the main Church sanctuary on most Sundays. In the process of 
searching, I recalled something I had seen upstairs at BMC. 

As part of senior project, Bethany College student Wendy L. Williams 
’78  researched the history of Bethany Memorial Church. Her written 
work, as well as supporting documents, are in the archives of BMC., and 
I was soon looking for the information I had read regarding the 
collection plates currently used. Included in Ms. Williams’ work was a 
letter dated March 24, 1976 written by The Reverend Albert O. Kean: 

“John Fair Myers was a friend of mine from my college days at Wooster, 
Ohio. His son and I had attended church young people’s conference as 
boys, and when he died, Mr. and Mrs. Myers rather took me on in their 
affection. Mr. Myers was a consummate artist in wood, making 
furniture, clocks, inlaid paintings, etc. with unsurpassed skill. He had 
made a set of offering plates for the Wooster Christian Church, and I 
wanted one for the Bethany Church. I seem to remember Mrs. Addleman 
involved in paying for them, but perhaps not. In any case, Mr. Myers 
was persuaded to make a set for historic Bethany Memorial Church and 
was proudly present when they were dedicated. They are unique in that 
they are made of one solid piece of walnut, rather than being a series of 
three pieces glued together as are most wooden offering plates. He 
himself made the little tool with which he routed out the inside base of 
the plate to receive the felt inset back into the wood. The outside lip he 
hand-carved with the words, “God loveth a cheerful giver” with a 
Maltese cross between “giver” and “God.”” 

Ms. Williams indicates that six of the eight originial plates carved by Mr. 
Myers were still in use at BMC in 1978. Today, there are only two. Or at 
least only two I can find. Those two plates the deacons pass every 
Sunday. 

If you Google offering collection, you will take note of the fact that many 
churches are advocating the elimination of the “taking up of the 
offering” during worship services. Today’s generation prefers to pay 
obligations (including an offering) by using cell phone apps and online 
sites. That’s fine, but there is something about passing a plate such as 
those two we use at BMC. A plate with a history, a plate that for sixty-
four years has passed from hand to hand, from generation to generation. 
A vessel for the few pennies or nickles some of us might have tossed in 
fifty or sixty years ago when we were first learning of the importance of 
church stewardship. 

Traditions invoke memories. Traditions are difficult for me to abandon. 

The Offering Plate 
by Sydma Hatzopoulos 

Two of the eight plates carved by 
John F. Myers of Wooster, Ohio in 

1955 are still in use at Bethany 
Memorial Church today. 
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AROUND TOWN 

Plans are underway for an “Reach-Out” event to assist first year students 
on “Move-In” Day at Bethany College. Most definitely, we will be providing 
students and families with ice cold water. If you would be willing to help, 
please contact Charlotte Chambers or call the Church office (304-829-7138). 
Move-In day is Thursday, August 22, 2019. 
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Prayer List 
 

So I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have  
received it, and it will be yours. 

-  Mark 11:24 

 

 Andy Forsty (brother of Jan Forsty) 

 Cayden Knisley 

 Jennifer Allen 

 John Cole 

 Joanne Sykes 

 Ellen Sanford 

 Nancy Sandercox 

 Barbara Chambers 

 Mary Jane Jackson 

 Ruth Tye 

 Judy Pyle 

 Holly, Frank, and Sharley Hillgardner 

 Elizabeth DeJong 
 

 

 Beverly Donini, daughter Bridget Burns, 

and son, Sam Donini 

 Donna Norman (Becky Ayers’ sister) 

 Nancy Pietrangelo (sister of Penny Tittle)                                                                            

 Della & Ed Rodgers (Parents of Vicki 

NeCastro) 

 Dottie Smith 

 Robert Andrews 

Linda Owens Walters 

 Paul Gardner 

Kerry Kerr 

Dara Cobb Lewis and family 

Chib Gratz (friend of Kim Lawless) 

 Mike Cunningham (Sydma’s Dad) and 

Dottie Hanners 

 
Paul Gardner 
Kerry  Kerr 

Dara Cobb Lewis and family  

Chib Gratz (friend of Kim Lawless) 

Mike Cunningham (Sydma’s Dad) and Dottie Hanners 

 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

2 – Keith Francis & Amy Van Horn (A) 

2 – Amy Van Horn (B) 

3 – Rev. William & Gwen Allen (A) 

10 – Charles F. “Butch” Brown II (B) 

10 – Barbara (Brown) Chambers (B) 

10 – Gary Larson (B) 

14 – Patrick Sutherland (B) 

 

16 – Debra Hull (B) 

16 - Eli W. Lambie (B) 

24 – Gerard and Vicki NeCastro (A) 

31 - Rosemary “Jeanne” Cobb (B) 

  



THE LITTLE   HARBINGER BETHANY MEMORIAL CHURCH | Issue 19  8 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The 
Little   

Harbinger 
Bethany 

Memorial 
Church 

PO Box 149 
Bethany, WV 26032 

  

 
  

 


